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VOL. I. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 

For the Working Man’s Advocate. 
Mr. Epvir&k— 

Among the inestimable privileges 
guaranteed unto us by our institutions, 
is that of peaceably meeting together to 
express our opinions of the acts of our 
legislators, aud when we think they 
have legislated unwisely, to remon- 
strate against the same, and to consult 
on a remedy. 

But the exercise of the right of pe- 
titioning legislators, for any alteration 
in their proceedings, will, always, by a 
wise people, be used with caution; 
first, because frequent application will 
render it less important, and because 
the time of our legislators should not 
be unnecessarily engaged. 

When, however, the evils of unwise 
legislation are as severely felt as at this 
present time, when bundreds are vainly 
seeking employment, that by their in- 
dustry they may keep themselves and 
families from beggary and want, it is 
not a mere privilege, but an imperious 
duty, that we assemble together, mutu- 
ally to consult on the cause of the dis- 
tress, and to discover a method of pre- 
venting future evils. ‘These discover- 
ed, we may with confidence petition our 


public officers, to whom we have confi- | 
ded the power of making regulations | enslave the 


for the general welfare of the people. 
We should, then, calmly and rational- 
ly, as freemen and fellow citizens, con- 


gest what we may consider a remedy. 
But this should be done with candor 
and moderation, not under the mo- 
mentary influence of party feeling, but 
our memorial should be based on a 
statement of facts, the result of united 
experience. 

Among the evils most alarming to a 
free and intelligent people, is an 
arbidgment of the liberty of speech and 
the press; next to that, is the decrease of 
the means of subsistence. 

Having heard much of the injurious 
effects of the auction system, and know- 
ing that by its influence both these evils 
had been partially produced, I attend- 
ed the antiauction meeting on the 8th 
ult., and was much disappeimted at not 
hearing one word respecting the first 
and most serious of these two charges 
against auctions. 

~The grounds of remonstrance to con- 
gress against the system, were based 
on its influence in lessening the means 
of subsistence among certain classes, 
and the facilities it affords to fraud. 

The last charge is grounded on the 
practice of some auctioneers, who en- 
deavor to obtain a better price for goods 


than they think thev are worth, and who! 
sometimes sell inferior and damaged | 


> . ‘ } rat - 
voods for superior and sound. ‘ihose 


who made this charge were inerchants, 


Y | 
and, although many of them are no 
doubt conscientious In their dealings, | 


a dishonorable action, yet it may be 
questioned whether there are not as 
many men of integrity among the auc- 
tioneers as can be found 
merchants, proportioned to the number 


among the 


engaged in each profession. 
Under existing circumstances, the 
very nature of each branch of business, 


as well merchants as auctioneers, com- ‘iron rod, heavier than that of despots. 


One | 


pels them to dissemble. Is there 


merchant of a thousand, who does not! 


everrate the quality of his goods, and 


who does not use artifice to buy cheap | 
In the present state of | 
society, where all are compelled to seek | 


and sell dear? 


money as the chief good, and where | 


deception and fraud pass current for 


candor and honesty, is he not com-| 
monly considered a-fool, who endea- | 
vors to deal more uprightly than his! 


fellows? And is not a species of tacit 


hypocrisy an essential ingredient tosuc- | 


cess in mercantile pursuits ? 
Isitthe merchant, then, who shoul 


charge the auctioneers indiscriminately | 
How much} 


with encouraging fraud ? 
easier to preach than practice! 
him who is without sin cast the first 
stone.” 

But the merchants say this auction 
system lessens the means of subsistence 
to themselves, the mechanics, and other 
working classes, and therefore they 





vidual is undoubtedly connected with 
the general good, but the working 
men’s interest is much more indepen- 
dent of the commercial, than the latter 
or the former. It is true that the auc- 


merchants! But when will the me- 
chanics learn that those profits are their 
earnings, and that it makes but little 
difference to them who receives these 
profits that are reduced two thirds, 
the auctioneers or the merchants? 
The only possible difference to the me- 
chanic, is in the number among whom 
these profits are distributed. The mer- 
chant, the manufacturer, and hundreds 
who depend on them for support, it un- 
doubtedly affects very injuriously. But 
some of the auctioneers have been 
guilty of the greater crime of exerting 
an undue influence over the press, by 
withdrawing their advertising from 
those papers that dared to express an 
Opinion in opposition to their system. 

They have, to be sure, the power to 
withdraw their patronage, and may 
think it correct, but what difference, in 
principle, L would ask, between the at- 
tempt to silence the press by starvation, 
or to muzzle it with the walls and gra- 











| sideration. 


i who 


tings of a dungeon ? 
Any power that can intimidate or 


public. 


iselves, from that cause 
injurious to the state, and un- 
worthy the confidence ofa free people. 

sut with this great admitted evil, 
which we may show is rather in the 


tion system lessens the employment of 
mechanics, by lessening the profits of 





fifty-four lieensed auctioneers of this 
city, most of the business is retained by 
the wealth and influence of a few, not 
probably exceeding twelve. 

Look you, my friends, at this same 
wealth and influence, producing similar 
evils in other professions; see with 
what indignity are treated the trades- 
man, his clerk, the mechanic, and other 
working men. Aye! oft with greater 
indignity than the serf receives from 
the Russian noble, or the meanest Bri- 
tish subject from his titled lord. 

I conclude this article, with again 
urging the working men not to be led 
away by party schemes, but to unite in 
the one great measure of legislative 


reform. L. 





For the Working Man’s Advocate. 
Mr. Evrror— 

Having perceived and read a letter 
which appeared in your useful paper of 
the 12th of November, signed, C. C. 
Blatchly, addressed to Solomon South- 
wick, setting forth that the aim of the 
antimasons and that of the working 
men are similar, I wish to address you, 





press is dangerous to a re-| 
ry . } 
Phat power some auctioneers | 
have endeavored to exercise; and in| 


: | proportion to their success, su have they 
sider the causes of public distress, and |proved then 


ina memorial to our legislators sug-| alone 
c ‘ ‘ , 





inen than in the system, I would ask, 
is this auction the tap root of the evils 
which oppress our eastern cities? Is it 
the only cause of complaint which we 
have? ‘The only cause of memorial to 
our legislature? Are there not other 
more deep, more vital wounds in our | 
body politic, which we should first en- | 
deavorto heal? Are the auctioneers | 
the only individuals—are they even the | 
chief men who shackle the press? Is) 
it to their purse, alone, our daily editors | 
owe their allegiance ? 
make hanerable exveeption of thea bweow 
ning Journal.) 

To the mechanics and other work-| 
ing men—to tradesmen, clerks, and | 
others, who feel the extreme pressure of| 
the times, | would appeal, and ask, is| 
this your only cause of suffering 2?) 
Would its repeal support your families | 
or replenish your coffers? If so, it 
alone should be the subject of our con-| 
But if other causes of evil 
and distress exist—if the of the 


auction system are but a fibreus root ot 


evils 


the great tree of public oppression, let | 


us discover the greater evils first, con- 
sider them, and attempt a remedy for 
the whole. 

The auction system, we lave said, 


has exerted an improper influence over | 
and would not, if they could help it, do | our press. 


|not the wealthy and aristocratic part of | 


the auctioneers that have attempted 
this treason to the state? 


Tis wealth and influence that mono- 


| polize commercial, manufacturing, me- | 


chanical, and oflicial employ— tis they 
trammel our press, and if not 
checked will rule the country with an 


low citizens, 1s 
cracy, the canker worm, that is now 
gnawing the vital 


spirit are its fuel. 
used to excite and perpetuate this curse 
of our republic. 

Yes, my friends, you may see its ef- 
fects in the deserted stores of our citi- 


zens—you may see its effects on the! 


careworn brows of their occupants— 
you. may see it in the 
clothes, the shoeless foot, the hungry 


meal, the wretched pallet, and the mi- | 
“Tet | serable tenement of hundreds of fami- | 
sl . ~ . ° * ‘ i 
lies, of our most useful and industrious | have its due and just reward, the venius 
‘ , . 44 . ev » ‘oat « 


working classes; and its influence, you 
see exerted by the wealthy and influ- 


}ential of every profession, and of every | 


party. 
It is the aristocracy of every pro- 


call on the mechanics to aid them in 'fession, that is sapping the foundations 


petitioning for its alteration, or total 
suppression. 

That it lessens their means of sub- 
sistence, there is no doubt, for, accor- 
ding to their own statements, one man 
can now do the business that required 
three before, thus throwing two mer- 
chants out of employment, but they 
also say their profits are reduced two 
thirds, and in consequence of this dimi- 
nution in their profits, they cannot give 
employment to the working people. 
Thus it is that the interest of the me- 
chanic is identified with that of the 
merchant. The interest of eaeh indi- 


of our beautiful republic, and rapidly 
hastening the prostration of our free in- 
stitutions, over the scarce grass covered 
vraves our ancestors; which institu- 
tions they reared with their hands, ce- 
mented with their blood, and are at 
once the admiration of the eastern 
world, the glory of our own. 
Aristocracy in the auction business 
has produced a monopoly, but it by no 
means extends even to the whole of the 
auctioneers ; for soine, by their utmost 
toil and assiduity, can scarcely obtain a 
subsistence. It is limited to the few 





who are rich and influential. Of the 


- | 
(1 must again 


It has so—or rather, is it| 


institutions of our| 
country—it is the fire that is consu- | 
;ming us, and sectarianism and party 
Hence every means | 


threadbare | 








and the public through you, on that 
subject; and, while | would apologize 
to the scientific Dr. Blatchly, whose in- 
tention, [ have no doubt, was very good, 
I fear his letter is calculated to mislead 
the minds of some, at least, of the 
working men, and may be the means 
of blending things together which ought 
to be kept totally distinet. 

I do not pretend to know, or under- 
stand, exactly, the aim of antimasons; 


something of the aim and object of the 
working men, not only in this city, but 
also in Philadelphia and other cities. 
And I know it to be very different from 
any political or sectarian system hither- 
to iaid before the public eye. For, as 
far as I can learn from many of the 
most respectable working men in this 


city, and in Philadelphia, and from all 
that I have understood of their views 


in other cities, their full aim is to pro- 
tect the lives, liberties, and property of 
their fellow citizens, against ail the 
wicked inroads that cunning and de- 


signing partizans either have made, or 


shall herearter-wawey—ex 
make, upon them; and I believe it 
matters not to the sincere, industrious, 


eeu’ trepe eu 


working men, what a man professes, if | 


his life and actions appear to be em- 


ployed for the best good of himself and | 


family, without interfering with the 


good of others, or the good of the 


public. 
If this be the aim of our working 


from all the 
darkness, let them come under what 
name, shape, or garb they may. For 
reason, as well as justice, and all the 


thing to fear powers of 


vood sense of the most intelligent men | 
‘among us must, and will, be on their 


side. Let the working men, therefore, 
have nothing but the best good of the 


it did their fathers and grandfathers, in 
the American revolution, who, fearless 


of life, or of death, fought, bled, and | 


died for their country. Hence, let it 


be inscribed on every American’s mind, | 


‘ ‘ , a fi ‘tters, as it were, of the mos ‘e | 
The tap root of public distress, fel- | in letters, as it were oe 


aristocracy—aristo- | * : 
industrious, laboring men, of our coun- 


gold, that the aim of all honest, sincere, 


try, 1s to preserve, unstained and unim- 
paired, the liberties and privileges, as 


well as the free institutions, of our coun- | 
try; to defend them, with all the rights | 
of the people, in the present genera- | 


tion; and to hand them down, not im- 
paired, but much improved, to posterity. 
This will open an unbounded field for 
the genius and good sense of man to 
operate in; it will furnish national 
schools for the youth, and a comforta- 


ble and permanent asylum for the sick, | 
‘evils that otherwise await it, before it 
When science, manual labor, and in- | 
'dustry, of every descripvon, shall all 


the aged, and the infirm. 


of true American liberty will once more 
plant her standard among us, before 
which tyranny, the offspring of igno- 
rance, bigotry, and superstition, must 
everlastingly bow down his hideous 
head. For tyranny can never reign 
where the people are enlightened, 

In the name of the working men, 
therefore, of this eity, and elsewhere, I 
would respectfully suggest to the very 
scientific Dr. C. C. Blatcbly, and to the 
world, that names, parties, and secta- 
rianism, whether masonic or antima- 
sonic, or any other name, Unnecessary 
to be mentioned, do not weigh a single 
pennyweight in the scale of the general 
vood of the community. Let it then 
be known to all that names, partizans, 
and sectarians, have long since become 
stale in the nostrils of every true re- 


publican friend to his country. The 








of party spirit and party feeling, and be 
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monster, party politics, whether a 
“Christian party,’ or otherwise, is 
dying, and will, ere long, be dead, and 
buried under the soil of American li- 
berty; ard, in due time, the white 
scarfs of free enquiry will ornament 
the people, not only of this country, 
but also throughout the world. The 
sages-of our country, the fathers of the 
American revolution, struck the death 
blow to every species of tyranny. 

And now, my brother mechanics, 
farmers, aud industrious working men, 
let me beseech you to follow their hand 
and never lay down the sword of rea- 
son and good sense, until the power is 
placed where it ought to be; namely, 
in the hands of the virtuous and the 
good; which are the men of industry, 
or those who are known to be friendly 
to laboring men. Then, and not till 
then, will -ye fully realize the blessings 
of that liberty for which your fathers 
bled, and no honest man, however poor, 
will have cause to say, “* I am oppress- 
sed.” 

The very idea of controlling men’s 
minds, 1s incompatible with good com- 
thon sense. Let every man think for 
himself: he must answer for himself, 
and not for another, before every tribu- 
nal, whether in heaven or on earth. 
Therefore I, &s an old worn down bro- 
ther soldier of the revolutionary war, 
beg leave humbly to point out to you 
the course that your fathers took in ob- 
taining the liberties of this country. 
They viewed the numerous impositions 
practised upon them by the king of 


' 'Great Britain with a spirit of disdain, 
but [ think | de know and understand | 


knowing that all men ought to be free, 
and, as far as capacities and circum- 
stances can possibly admit, equal. And 
to throw off the yoke that bound them, 


they united together in one band of; 


freemen, like real brothers, and resolved 
on liberty or death, even to a MAN; 
(that is, those who were engaged in the 
cause,) and sent out information to that 
effect, through the medium of circulars, 
throughout the several states. It was 
the union of the statesmen and warriors, 
with our- beloved WaAsHINGTON at their 
head, that struck so much dread and 


‘terror to all our enemies, whether fo- 


reion or domestic. Nothing curbed the 
Woserre Spire or tne tories 6 much as 


unanimity among the whigs.. United 
we stood like a band of brothers ; and 
many of our best brother soldiers, 
whom we loved as we did our lives, 
bled and died to set this country free. 
And now, my excellent and freeborn 
brethren, I will give you perhaps my 


jlastadvice. Now is the time for you to 
take a decisive stand, to perpetuate the 
men, as I believe it is, they have no- 


dear bought privileges which your fa- 


thers have placed in your hands. Then 
let caution mark your every step: first, | 


enll a meeting of all the mechanics and 
working men in all the wards in this 
city; and then appoint one man, or 
more, out of each ward, as a general | 


committee, and vest them with power. 


to draw up and frame a constitution | 
people generally in view, uncontami- | 
pated with sectarian or party notions of | 
any kind, and this spirit will carry them | 
i through good report and evil report, as 


and bye laws for the mechanics and 
working men to be governed by; and 
by all means choose men of wisdom and | 
voodness, who have the love of their 
country at heart; for [have no doubt but | 


thatsuch may be found. And whensuch | 
a constitution and bye laws shall be| 


formed, let the committee be author- 
ized to call a general meeting of all 
the mechanics and working men, and 
let the wliole be canvassed, amended if 
necessary, and adopted in open meet- 
ing. Such constitution, of course, 
must be in accordance with the consti- 
tution of the United States. With such 
a constitution, thus formed, and thus 
adopted, let every mechanic and work- 
ing man consider himself bound to sup- 
port it. and carry its measures into ef- 
fet; let them cast off every appearance 


nal 


determined, one and all, to unite to- 
gether like a band of brothers, and save 


— 
N O. 10. 


voice of an old officer anda real friend 
to his country, [ have heard it and read 
it in our second Washington. 1 allude 
to the president’s message, which I 
consider a most important, plain matter 
of fact state paper. Let, then, every 
mav do his duty, and while we have 





wisdom in our council, and such a man 
at the head of the nation, we have no- 
thing to fear. I place full confidence 
in his integrity and judgment. He is 
not afraid to speak his mind, to live, or 
to die, for his country. Be like him, 
fellow men, atleast in these respects. 
Receive this as an old soldier’s legacy to 


his countrymen. J. SMITH. 





For the Working Man’s Advocate. 


WOMEM’S LIBRARY. 

We have an apprentices’ hbrary, a 
mercantile library, and other libraries 
in this city; but some women justly 
complain that they have no library to 
improve thir sex. 

Such a library, composed of the wri- 
tings in favor of women, writings by 
women, and books best calculated to 
improve the minds and dispositions of 
females, is a desideratum of the high-. 
est importance to the welfare of the 
great human family. 

Why are the minds of one half of 
mankind disregarded and neglected? 
A writer says, “‘ The female mind may 
be compared to a garden, which, when 
well cultivated, presents a continued 
succession of fruits and flowers, to re- 
gale and delight the senses ; but which, 
when disregarded and neglected, pro- 
duces a crop of the most noxious 
weeds, large and flourishing ; because 
their growth is in proportion to the 
warmth’ and richness of the soil from 
which they spring.” 

Hence every person may readily per- 
ceive the necessity there is of having 
the minds and hearts of females culti- 
vated and stored with useful knowledge. 
For were this the case, the influence of 
women over their children, and the ge- 
neral state of civil and religious society, 
would be likely tosproduce more civi- 
lization, liberality, liberty, patrotism, 
charity, and equality, than ever has or 
can exist without the female sex enjoy- 
ing, with the males, an equality of 
rights and privileges. 

The fertile and fervid soil of their 
hearts and minds, will either produce 
the rankest weeds, or the loveliest pro- 
ductions of civilization. 

Then how imperatively urgent must 
it be, that philanthropists, male and 
female, should seriously take the weight 
of this subject upon themselves; and 
should assemble, associate, and insti- 
tute a library, peculiarly adapted for 


the improvement of the minds and 


hearts of females; many of whom feel 
themselves unpleasantly disregarded 
and neglected. 








our much threatened country, from the 


be too late. Having lived long enough to 


see the changes that bave taken place | be the last. 


What an everlasting honor will it be 


|to that city, which shall first institute 


such a reasonable and equitable esta- 
blishment! 
Cornetius C. BLATrcuyy. 





From the Evening Journal. 


Mr. Epiror—Born in a land of li- 
berty, and reared under a constitution 
which guarantees civil and political li- 
berty, and exercising the privilege of a 
freeman, without a bias in favor of any 
religious sect, whatever, although pious 
parents faithfully taught me the pre- 
cepts of religion and morality ; yet, in 
my political career of life, in the exer- 
cise of a privilege dear to the patriot, I 
never yet have called to mind any man’s 
religious belief: my motto is, “ By their 
fruits ye shall know them.” Neither 
have I known but one single instance 
where domestic harmony was interrupt- 
ed by a resort to so evil an expedient. 


|The instance to which I allude, had an 


important weight in the election of a 
sheriff of this city. To my knowledge 
it was the first door opened tothe birth 
place of such malevolent passions ; 
and, for the honor of mankind, may it 
If such a mischievous pro- 


from the commencement of the revolu- | cedure should be resorted to, what would 


tionary war, Lam apprised of the many 
dangers that our liberties are in, and 
of which [do not mean now particu- 
larly tospeak. It is enough that they 
are perceived. I will only say, gentle- 
men, that all you or I could wish, will 


‘be brought about, if care be taken, 


without a war, or even the shedding of 
blood. Let the sword of true wisdom 
clear the way. To this end I beg of 
you all to beware of parties, or sects of 
men, of any and every description, 
whatever. Their course is to divide 
you, and share the spoil. Neither re- 
ligion nor infidelity has a word to say, 
nor anything to do, in this matter. All 
good men, of every class, either are, Or 
at least ought to be, brethren. 

I cannot close without congratula- 
ting my countrymen in their choice of 





a chief magistrate. If I ever heard the 





be the consequences? Altar would be 
arrayed against altar, professor against 
professor, friend against friend, and in- 
termingling and entanglement of other 
matters in deep confusion, until a breach 
is made as wide as the ocean, and all 
the intercourse of man poisoned. 

T’o such a state of things, every sen- 
sible mind and feeling heart should re- 
coil with horror—from such a gloomy 
prospect may heaven avert us. To di- 
vide and conquer, is the policy of an 
evil spirit. Be the past as it may, let 
us look for better things from this en- 
lightened community—remember, we 
are adopted in the same family, and 
entitled to the same privileges. Test 
your fidelity to your country, by dis- 
countenaneing every attempt at such 
innovations. Judge no man by the sect 


to which he belongs—only judge him 



















































































































































































































































































































by. his Christian equipage of tender 
mercies. 1 know men that belong to 
no sect, whose moral worth I esteem, 
and whose patriotism I revere. 


ARISTIDES. 


SUNDAY MAILS. 

At a general meeting of the citizens of 
City of New York, held at Tammany Hall, 
December 28th, 1829, pursuant to a notice 
given by the Committee appointed at the ge- 
neral meeting held on the 31st of January 
preceding, to express their sentiments on 
the proposition to stop the transportation of 
the Mail, and to close the Post Offices on 
Sunday— 

On motion of Saul Alley, Esq., General 
Robert Bogardus was called to the Chair, 
and Andrew S. Garr and Aaron Leggett ap- 
pointed Secretaries. 

The following Address and Resolutions 
were adopted by the meeting, one or two 
only dissenting : 

Friends and fellow citizens of this 
State and of the United States— 

The time has arrived when we deem 
it our duty to address you on a subject 
in which your civil and religious rights 
are intimately connected and deeply 
involved. ‘That certain religious asso- 
ciations have endeavored to induce the 
Federal Legislature to enact a Jaw to 
stop the transportation of the public 
Mail and to close the Post Offices on 
Sunday, is a matter of common notori- 
ety. That another and a more stenu- 
ous effort willbe made to effect that ob- 
_ject during the present session of Con- 
gress, is now too evident to be doubted. 

Being averse to the proposed mea- 
sures, and determined to exert our ut- 
most energies to prevent their adoption, 
and meaning to call on you to unite 
with us to aid the attainment of our 
purpose, we deem it proper publicly to 





state the reasons which intluence us to) 


the signatures.of more than one half of 
those petitioners, whose respectability is 
doubtless indicated by the obscurity 
which excluded their names from the 
public directory? Ascertained facts 
point to the truth of this sybject, and 
furnish a satisfactory solution to the 
question just propounded. It is known 
that great numbers of the children of 
the Sunday Schools, at the instance of 
their teachers, were induced to sign 
those petitions, and thus were made in- 
struments of deception to influence and 
mislead the political authorities of the 
country! ! 

When we see juvenile institutions, under 
the auspices of the Sunday School Union, 
made use of for such purpose, and perverted 
to the attainment of political power by reli- 
gious sectarians, can we be blind to the rea- 
son why they aspire to a controling influ- 
ence, which in truth they have obtained to 
an alarming extent, over most of the schools 
and colleges of ourcountry? Does not the 
political power attempted to be acquired by 
such means, sufficiently show the uses to 
which it would be applied, should clerical! 
ambition ever attain a leading influence in 
the political councils of the nation? 

Other considerations confirm our irrecon- 
cileable opposition to the proposed restric- 
tions. If adopted, they would, in other re- 
spects than those already noted, operate in- 
juriously on the politieal destinies of our 
country. They would impede the transpor- 
tation of public and private correspondence— 
diminish the facility of written and printed 
communications—obstruct the channels of 
public and private intelligence—militate 
against the freedom of the press, or impair 
its utility by restraining, the seventh part of 
time, the circulation of its papers, and in 
the like ratio suppress the diffusion of infor- 
mation among the people: and these are ef- 
fects aimed to be produced when despotism 
attempts to enslave anation. We.therefore 
view the proposed measure as one slep to- 













































































































the course we intend to pursue on the | 
occasion to which we have alluded. 

The ;proposed mail and post office | 
restrictions are too obviously inimical | 


to the public interest, to be permitted to | 
pass without animadversion ; but when | 
viewed with reference to the source | 
wheuce they originated—the measures | 
with which they are connected—the | 
purposes they are intended to serve, | 
and. the means which have been rescrt- | 
ed to for their attainment, they become | 
matters of increased interest, and the | 
cause of serious alarm. In truth, we 
regard the proposgd restrictions as a/| 
part only of asystem of measures which | 
will follow, if not efficiently opposed, | 
aud which if consummated will result | 





in a union of Church and State, the | @™"cipation of the mail, for 


political dominancy of «a vorat ren- 


. 


gious sect, and the establishment of | 


their religious creeds by law. It is this| 


wards the destruction of that public liberty, 


to avert or counteract them; are oftentimes 
naturally suggested—hence, 

When the constitution provides barriers 
against the union of church and state, to 
disapprove such connection, and to oppose 
all measures tending to such an association, 
is a duty obvious and imperative. 

When the constitution admits the danger 
of trusting political power in the hands of 
ecclesiastics, and provides against that evil, 
it admonishes the people not to suffer the 
clergy to acquire or exercise an influence 
over the political government of our coun- 
try. 

When we see any religious sect endea- 
voring to effect legislative enactments, to 
favor their own particular sectarian views of 
religious duty; to oppose their measures, 
and disappoint tlieir purpose, is necessary 
to the support of the principles of our free 
government, and the preservation of the 
equal rights of other persons, and other re- 
ligious sects. 

When the constitution withholds political 
office from the clergy, it points to the danger 
of delegating political power to their coad- 
jutors, who are endeavoring to create “a 
Christian party in politics,” through which 
the clergy may obtain, and exercise, a poli- 
tical influence contrary to the spirit and 
provisions of the constitution, and adverse 
to the principles and the policy of our poli- 
tical institutions. 

Believing that our views of the subjects 
on which we have been treating, are right, 
and knowing that our motives are so, we 
feel confident that the opinions of the pious, 
intelligent, and unassuming friends and ad- 
vocates of religious liberiy, and the equal 
rights of man, will correspond with our 
own, whenever the matters to which we 
wish to draw their attention shall receive 
their mature and candid consideration.— 
With these impressions, we conclude this 
address; and, as a farther exposition of the 
Opinions and determination of this meeting, 
we subjoin the following resolutions. 

Resolved, “*T'hat all mankind are born 
free,” and with equal rights; and that the 
rights of conscience, and the freedom of 
opinion and of speech, are natural and una- 





would totally annihilate. 


| which six steps more of the like operation, 
| 

| 

| ‘The effects of the proposed measures, on 


the commercial interests of the community, | 


would be no less obvious and lamentable. 
While the frequent, regular, safe and expe- 
ditious communication of inteHigence, tends 
to facilitate business transactions and mer- 
cantile operations, and thus favor the com- 
mercial prosperity of our country; stopping 
the transportation of the mail, and closing 
the post office one day in 
in like measure diminish those advantages, 
and injure the commercial interests of the 
nation. By retarding remittances made by 


real opinion of their constituents, and there- 
by destroy the efficacy of that invaluable re- 
publican privilege of petitioning congress 
for a removal of any measures which may 
be prejudicial to the interests of the nation. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this 
meeting, signed by the chairman and secre- 
teries; be published, and that copies thereof 
be transmitted by them to the president of 
of the senate of the United States—and the 
senators from this state; also to the speaker 
of the house of representatives—the mem- 
bers of said house, from this city, and to the 
chairman of the committee on post offices in 
each house of congress. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meet- 
ing, and of the friends of the rights of con- 
science, generally, are due to the committee 
appointed by the general meeting of citi- 
zens, held at ‘Tammany Hall, on the 31st 
day of January last, for the able and faithful 
manner in which they have discharged the 
duties of their appointment, and that the 
same committee be continued for the like 
purposes, and with the same powers of their 
original appointment, and that they be styled 
“The Committee for protecting the equal 
rights of conscience.” 

Resolved, That the editors and propric- 
tors of newspapers who have published the 
Address of the committee calling this meet- 
ing, and also those who shall publish the 
proceedings thereof, merit the approbation of 
their fellow citizens, and the thanks of this 
meeting. 

ROBERT BOGARDUS, Ch’'n. 

Anprew 5S. Garr, 


Sec’ ries. 
Aaron Leceerr, . § 





At a highly respectable meeting, 


held at Rochester, N. Y. on the 2d ult., 





by an excellent address, which is too 


‘long for our columns, were adopted. 
Resolved, That there is not, as we 

‘understand and believe, any existing 

‘law of congress, requiring the public 


-mails to be transported on Sundays. 
; 


| 


the following resolutions, accompanied | 


; , | Resolved, That the transportation of | it 
lienable; that the free exercise and enjoy- | 


La ails an » opening post offices 
ment of these, are secured by the constitu- | the mails and the opening | 


for the same on Sunday, are matters | 


prayer man. It is believed the practice 
of Congress in this respect is at vari- 
ance with the principles of our govern- 
ment. If they have a right to take the 
public money and pay for their prayers, 
they have the same right to order that 
prayers shall be offered up tor the pre- 
sident, at the public expense, every 
morning, in his chamber. If they have 
a right to expend it upon prayers, they 
have a right to hire a sermon preached 
once or twice a week for their cedifica- 
tion and instruction ! 

“That they bave an equal right with 
other men to have preaching and pray- 
ing, if they pay out of their own mon- 
ies, [readily grant; but if it were only 
one cent of the public money that is 
so expended by them, the citizens of 
the United States ought upon principle to 
object to it. Weare only safe in keep- 
ing every thing in the nature of religious 
rights in our own bands and out of the 
assumption and power of the civil gov- 
ernment. These things are more de- 
serving of attention at this time, inas- 
much as an army cf priests and profes- 
sors are determined to obtain an ascen- 
dency in our country, as their brethren 
have obtained and maintain in all others. 

The people therefore cannot be too 
earcful in guarding against any and 
every encroachment on their rights, as 
well as every violation of the principles 
of our government.” M. R. 








From the Reflector. 
Place of Worship for young Mecha- 
|nics—The New York Spectator an- 
nounces the opening of a place of wor- 
ship of this dsecription, in that city, and 
bestows many encomiums on its utility. 
For our own part, we think different 
from the editor, and consider the ex- 


ample ofa degrading nature. Besides, 
creates an invidious distinetion, 





| which should not exist in a republican 
government like ours. ‘The great char- 


seven, would | 


tions of this state, and of the United States; | 
and that we will never voluntarily surrender | 
them, nor quietly submit to their abridg- | 
ment. 

Resolved, That it is the firm and un-| 
shaken belief of this meeting, that, whatever | 
promotes the true welfare and happiness of | 
/a nation, must be in strict accordance with 


the will of our great creator, and that the’ 
uninterrupted transportation of the mail and 
opening of the post offices, every day of the | 
week, is highly essential to the moral good 


| quiring post masters, “ at all reasonable 
hours, on every day of the week, to de- 


of regulation by the head of the post | ter of our liberties expressly says, “ that 
office department, and that the conti- | all men are created free and equal ;” if 
nuance or discontinuance of ‘ Sunday this be true, let them live so. Why not 
mails” is wholly within his controul. | appropriate some of the vacant seats 

Resolved, That the law of 1825, re- ‘that are found in ‘Trinity and many 
other churches in that great city, to 
‘the use ef the ‘* Young Mechanics.” fs 
the lordly Christian of the city of New 
York too good to worship his maker in 
the presence of one who earns his bread 


liver letters to their owners, on demand, | 
is a salutary and necessary law, and | 
ought to exist, whether “Sunday mails” | 


mail, it would increase the hazard of such 
conveyance, impair confidence in its securi- 
ty, injure its reputation for speed and safety, 
lessen the number and frequency of remit- 
tances through that channel, and hence de- 
tract its utility as a source of revenue and as 
a medium of conveyance of money and 
drafts. To these effects would succeed in- 
creased travelling by express on Sunday, in 
the exclusive 


henefit of eneenlatars, wha could afford tlie 
expense, and to the injury of regular tra- 





| ders, who would be obliged to trust to the | 


more tardy operations of the post office 


as well as to the convenience of the people: 
therefore, to suspend its operations one se- 
venth part of the time, would derange the 
whole system, and produce great disorder | 
and injury by the substitution of expresses 
for the purposes of speculation, to the ex- 
clusive advantage of great capitalists, and | 
be otherwise highly prejudicial to the gene- | 
ral interest, as well as subversive of the good | 
order of society: Whereas the rapidity and | 
with which infer-«<«00 is now 
spread over the whole of our country, by 


the post office department, has justly in- | 


ragularsts 


| spired general confidence, and is greatly in- | 


view of the proposed measures which | department. This last mentioned evil would | strumental to the detection of frauds, plots, 


eccasions well grounded apprehension, 


afford a specious pretext for another ef 


and conspiracies—facilitates the free inter- 


that, should they be adopted, they will) fort to obtain the interdiction of all travel-| change of opinions—promotes the exten- 


tend to infuse the spirit of religious in- 
tolerance and persecution into the pol!- | 
tical institutions of our country, and | 
ultimate in a change of the character | 
of the government, and the destruction 
of the political and religious hibertics of | 
the people. 
Yes, fellow citizens, we deem it a. 
truth too evident to be doubted, and too 
generally admitted to require proof on 
this occasion, that there are in our coun- | 
try, organized religious associations, | 
under the guidance of a certain sect, 
and which, under moral and religious 
pretences, are officiously and unremit- 
‘tingly intermeddling with the religious | 
opinions of others, and endeavoring to) 


effect by law, and other means equally | 
exceptionable, a systematic course of | 


nexion of religion and politics—tend- 
ing to favor the dominancy of their own | 
particular creeds--and militating against 
the equal rights of conscience and the 


religious liberty of other persons and | 


other sects. That the proposed re- 
strictions, and the measures pursued to 
effect them, emanated from the above 
mentioned associations, and that they 
are only a small portion of a great 
chain of proceedings, intended to exalt 
the particular sect with which they ori- 
ginated, are reasons sufficient, were 
there no other, to induce us to array 
ourselves in opposition to their adop- 
tion. 

The merit or demerit of the means 
usually attaches to the purpose they are 
“yntended to effect. 
fair, aud honest, and openly avowed, 
never require recourse to deception, or 
the use of unfair means to attain them. 
And if the object of stopping the trans- 
portation of the mail, and closing the 
post offices on Sunday, is no more fair 
or meritorious than the means which 
have been used to accomplish it, we 
have no hesitation to enter our solemn 


protest against the unrighteousness of 


both; and have no doubt that the pub- 
lic will come to the like conclusion on 
reading the following statement : 

The memorials addressed to Congress 


the last session, from this city, in favor 


of the proposed restrictions, contained 
the names of six thousand two hun- 
dred and eighty-six petitioners; pur- 
porting to be the signatures of respect- 
able adult persons of this city; only 
three thousand and thirteen of which 
names are to be found inthe city Di- 


rectory!! Where, then, were procured 


_of ours; and if it were, the public military 


|troops by the king and nobility on that day, 


| our country. 


those proposed. 

We are aware that it has been said, that in 
England the mail is not permitted to be | 
transported on Sunday. This is not true, | 
and if it were correct, it would be an excep- 
tion to the practice of all other Christian 
countries. But be it as it may, it is no concern 


parades on Sunday. and the review of the 


| are a Satisfactory illustration of their views of 


the moral and religious obligation to devote 


the first day of the week exclusively to religi- 
_ous purposes. 


Following too much the ex- 
ample and practice of that ** Church and 
State’? government has been the bane of 
our free institutions, and the misfortune of 
And quoting the religious le- 


|gislative measures of that nation as exam- 


| ples to be followed by ours, betrays on the 
measures, evidently leading to a con- | 


part of those who advocate their adoption, 


ia disposition to assimilate the laws of this 


country to those of a government constitu- 
ted of aunion of Church and State pow- 
ers—We would ask, are the people of this 
free and happy land, prepared to submit 
their necks to the yoke of such a system of 
religious intolerance and persecution, as that 
of England—to such a system of tithes and 
exactions for the support of a national reli- 
gion, as that by which the great mass of the 
population of. that country, are debased to 
mere beasts of burthen of a dissipated nobil- 
ity and intolerant clergy? It cannot be! The 
people of this country are too enlightened 
and intelligent ever to submit to such degra- 
dation. 

But that our opinions nor our objects in 


‘ 


| ling on Sunday; a measure which, doubt- | sion of knowledge, as well as the general 
less, is intended to follow the attainment of | good, and isa powerful safeguard from the 


baneful effects of bigotry, fanaticism, and 


| superstition. 


strictions, as tending to favor the dominancy 
of particular sectarian views of religious 
duty; inasmuch as neither government nor 
individuals can enforce, by law, or otherwise, 
the observance of a day of religious worship, 
without violating the equal rights of con- 
science—the freedom of religious opinion— 
the provisions and the spirit of the constita- 
tions of the political government of our 


gion, under pretence of which the proposed 


judge us, in respect of sabbath days.” 
Resolved, That the institution of Sunday 
schools, and other seminaries of learning, 


that it redounds greatly to the honor of our 
state authorities, that such ample means 
have been provided for the dissemination of 
learning and useful knowledge; that in the 
opinion of this meeting, the duration and 
stability of our free political institutions de- 


gence of the people; and that we would 
therefore deprecate the perversion of insti- 
tutions established for the purposes of a free 
and libéral education of the rising genera- 
tion, to the advancement of any clerical sec- 
tarian vicws, or to the specious purposes of 
any ** Christian party in politics.” 
Resolved, That we recommend to onr fel.- 
low citizens throughout the United States, 
to call public meetings with a view to elicit 





| regard to the institution of a day of rest, may 
_not be misunderstood nor misrepresented, 
| we deem it propper here to remark, that we 


in seven as a day of rest from labor, and de- 


| voting that time to the performance of reli- 
| gious worship, the pursuits of useful know- 
| ledge, and rational and moral impovement, 
but we acknowledge no political or eclesias- 
tical authority, by which any sect or per- 
son can be righteously compelled to observe it 
as a religious sabbath day. And while we 
advocate the natural, unalienable, and equal 
liberty of conscience, and recognize the right 
of “every man to be persuaded in his own 
mind” according to the dictates of his un- 
derstanding in matters of religion, we deny 
the right of any “to judge as men having au- 
thority” to dictate religious creeds or doc- 
trines to other men; and we deem it unright- 
eous in any, who, under the pretence of ex- 
ercising their rights of conscience, attempt 
to coerce others against their conscientious be- 
lief in regard to ‘new moons and sabbath 
days.” 

And here we beg leave further to observe, 
that when the source of evils with which 
mankind are afflicted are ascertained, or the 
dangers which threaten their peace or hap- 
piness are pointed out, the means necessary 


| 





the expression of public opinion—to pro- 


| duce a unity of sentiment-—the adoption of 


| corresponding measures, and to effect si- 


Objects which are | highly approve of the observance of one day | multaneous action among all those who are 


averse to the contemplated mail and post 
office restrictions, and opposed to all those 
combinations which are aiming to get up ‘a 
Christian party in politics,” through which 
to effect “a union of church and state.” 
Resolved, That we learn with feelings of 
Surprize and disapprobation, the remarkable 
fact, that more than one half of the names 
on the petitions for stopping the mail, and 
closing the post offices, from this city, can- 
not be found in the City Directory, and that 
to augment the number, Sunday school 
children have been induced, by their teach- 
ers, to sign those petitions, whereby the in- 
experienced and unwary have been prema- 
turely enlisted to support a measure, the 
utility of which they are incompetent to 
judge—that such conduct is not only eal- 
culated to make a wrong impression on the 


those who favor this measure—that it un- 
avoidably creates suspicions respecting the 
genuineness of the names on petitions from 
other places for the same object—and more 
especially that its manifest tendency was to 
mislead the national legislature, as to the 





idify any existing law, so as to put a 


-complishment of the objects they have 


: ‘in view. 
Resolved, That we disapprove the adop- | 


tion of the proposed mail and post office re- | 


country-—the benign precepts of that reli- | 


measures are attempted to be disguised, and | 
by which we are admonished to “Jet no man | 


either public or private, is highly approved ; | 


pend mainly upon the education and intelli- | 


public mind, as to the numerical strength of 


should be abolished or not. | 
Resolved, 'That congress cannot, in | 
our opinion, pass any new law, or mo- 


stop to the transportation of mails and | 
the opening of post offices, consequent | 
thereupon, on Sundays, without directly | 
legislating in aid of a religous creed, | 
and_a religious partu. 

Resolved, That we shall be compel- 
led, thongh reluctantly, todoubt the sin- 
cerity of those who are petitioning con- | 
gress on this subject, professing not to 


desire the passage of any laws prohib- 
iting ** Sunday mails,” if they shall per- | 
severe to induce congress to interfere | 
and to interpose its authority for the ae- 


Resolved, That while in our opinion 
the government of a Christian country | 
may, and ought to, so far as may be 
done without neglect of the great inter- 
ests confided to it, sanction by its example 
in its acts of administration, all salutaty 
religious observances to which the great 
body of the people are accustomed, yet 
we do most soletiuly protest, in the name | 
of all that is dear to freedom, against 
the right of the government, by any act 
of legislation, to force any such reli- 
gious observance on the people, or in 
any manner to restrain their freedom of 
-action in relation thereto. 

Resolved, That the necessity and | 
policy of continuing Sunday mails are | 
properly referable to the post master 
general, and that we confide in his wis- 
dom in relation thereto. 

Resolved, That the citizens in the 
several towns in the county of Monroe 
| be invited to cooperate in the advance-_ 
ment of the object of this meeting. 

Resolved, That a committe of two 
from each ward of the village of Roch- 
ester be appointed to circulate a remon- | 
strance, to be signed by the citizens, 
and to be presented to the present con- | 
gress, expressive of the views of this | 
meeting. 

Resolved, That the proecedings of 
this meeting be published in the several 
papers of this village. 








From the Reformer. 

PRAYER. 

A correspondent has sent us an inter- 
esting communication on Prayér. We 
have room only to insert the concluding 
part, which we hope will claim the atten- | 
tion of those whom it more immediately | 
concerns. =F 
“My neighbor has no right to take | 
my money to pay for prayers said for| 
him, but if he hires a man to pray for | 


If these views be correct, between man 
and man, they are so when applied to 
bodies of men, such as the Senate of 
the United States and the House of Re- 
presentatives. ‘They have an undoubt- 
ed right individually to pray for them- 
selves, as other men; or they have a 
right, in a body, to give out the job 
of making prayers for them by the ses- 
sion, to the best bidder; but thcy have 





hy the sweat of his brow? Is not an 
honest, industrious mechanic as good 


'as a vender of tape and needles? Who 


are the Mechanics in this patrician city ? 
Where are Eckford, Sharpe, Crolius, 
and some hundreds of others? Are they 
not Mechanics, and respectable into the 
bargain? And were they not young 
once in their lives? And finally, we 
would is the Editor of the 
Commercial himself? These “Youngs 
Mechanics,” whom you so proudly 


ask, where 


drive without the pale of ‘*Good Soci- 
ety,’ are to be your future legislators. 


May the sainted shade of a Franklin 
rebuke such arrogant nonsense ! 


Militia Men.—Our militia officers nre 


spirited fellows. if not so very literary. 


A Captain was asked how he would 
actin this case: ** one man owed an- 
other and tendered him bank votes in 


| payment, which were refused as not be- 


ing a legal tender, and sued and levied 


/an execution on the property of the cre- 


ditor?” After hitching up his waistband, 


snd taking his best malitious attitude, 


withsword in hand, he said: “if L owes 


,a mana debt, and making him a law- 


less cenant of a bank bill—and he re- 
fuses to incept of it—but sues out an 
impeachment and levels it on my pro- 
perty, if I did’nt make a sacrament of 
him, damme!!”—Augusta Cour. 


Education.—Uriah Tracy, a conspi- 
cuous Senator from Connecticut, said, 
some thirty years ago, that the common 
people had no business to know any 
thing, but how to plough, and hoe, and 
go to meeting. 

Indians.—The legislature of Geor- 
gia has before it a bill to extend their 
laws over the Indians in that. state, 
and to abolish the Indian laws. Ala- 
bama and North Carolina propose to do 
the same in their jurisdiction. 


Canals.— According to a calculation 
recently made, there are 103 canals in 
Great Britain, extending 2682 miles, 
formed at an expense of £30,000,000, 


sterling. 


A Conntry Clergyman, who was 
somewhat lengthy in his discourse, 
latelv, got as far as fifteenthly and siz- 


_teenthly before he discovered that his 
Auditors. were nid, noddin, under the 


sodoriferous homily. He cut short 
with an “improvement,” divided into 
eleven heads. 


Arguimentation.—W hile an old farm- 


him, he should pay the man himself.| er, in Connecticut, was flogging one of 


his graceless sons, a pumpkin headed 
| fellow of about eighteen, an idea all at 
} once entered the cranium of young Jo- 
vathan, and he sung out, “‘ Stop, Dad— 
let’s argur.” 





Duelling.—A bill has passed a first 
reading in the South Carolina legisla- 
ture, to disqualify any person who may 
have been engaged in a duel, from ta- 





no right to make the people pay the 


king a seat in the legislature. 
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@MAorking PAan’s Advocate. 


NEW YORK: 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 2, 1830. 








It will be seen by the following proceed- 
ings, that a general meeting of the working 
men have now agreed upon a plan of organ- 
ization, such as we have all along advocated, 
and such, we confidently believe, as_ will 
lead to victory. Less difference of opinion 
prevailed on the subject than we had feared ; 
but it was nextto impossible that some such 
difference should not exist. We hépe and 
trust, however, that the minority will prove 
their republicanism by submitting to the fair- 
ly expressed opinion of the majority ; and 
that no harsh aspersions will be made, or 
personal reflections thrown out, by any. I 
is now our interest to be united ; for without 
union, while we have powerful enemies to 
contend with, we cannot succeed—our efforts 
will be vain, and many of our brethren in 
other parts of the country will be discourag- 
ed from engaging in the glorious cause of 
equal rights. If, on the contrary, we pre- 
serve union,, nothing can withstand - our 
strength—our cause is righteous, and it 
must prevail. 

The second article of the plan of the or- 
ganization provides that the delegation of 
five from each ward to the general commit- 
tee shall be elected at a public meeting of | 
the ward; in those wards, therefore, where | 


the five have been appointed by the ward | 


| 





committee, a new election will be necessary. 
The wards which have not appointed their 


committees of vigilance should be stirring. | 


When a committee of vigilance is appoint- 


ed, there are twenty-five men, in a manner, | 
Bi Wwaure 
of enemies in the ward meetings ! 


WORKING MEN’S MEETING. 

At a meeting of nearly three thou- 
sand Mechanics and other Working | 
men, held pursuant to notice, at Milita- 
ry Hall, Wooster street, on Tuesday 
evening, the 29th of December, [529, 
Henry G. Guyon was called to the 
chair; and Tuomas J. Doyie, and 
Henry S. Meeks, were appointed Se- 
cretaries, 

The call of the meeting being read— 

Ou motion, Mesolveed—That the Re- 
port of the Committee of Fifty be read. 

On motion of Mr. Harris, Resolved— 
That the Address, Resolutions, and 
Plan of Organization, prepared by the 
Conference Committee of the several | 
Wards, be read. 

‘The Address, Resolutions, and Plan | 
of Organization were then read. 

On motion of Mr. Clarksou Crolius, 
Juor. BResolved—TVhat- the Weport of | 
the Committee of Fifty be rejected. | 

On motion of Mr. Geo. Webb, Re- | 
solved—That the very able Address of 
the Conference Comuuittee, just read by 
Mr. Noah Cook, be accepted. 

On motion of Mr. W. H. Ball, Pe- 
sulved—That the Resolutions accom- | 
panying the said Address be accepted. 

Ou motion of Mi. Peter King, fte- 


pledged tc be active in our cause. 


| 

solved—That the Plan of Organiza- | 
tion attached to the same be accepted. 
° ° 4 | 

On motion of Mr. Ireland, Lesolv- 


ed—That the thanks of this meeting 
be respectfully given to the Comunittee | 


of Fifty, and that the said Committee | 


be now dissolved. 


On motion of Mr. Townsend, Resol- | 


ved—'That the proceedings of this meet- 
ing, signed by the Chairman and Secre- 
taries, together with 10,000 copies of the 
Report, Resolutions, and Plan of Or- 
ganization, be printed, in pamphlet 
form. 

On motion, Resolyed—That the same 
be printed in all the New York daily 
and other periodical. papers, friendly to 
the Mechanics and other Working 
Men’s cause. 

HENRY G. GUYON, Ca’n. 
Tuomas J. Doyus, ) 
Henny S. Meeks, § 
The following is the Plan of Organiza- 

The 


Address and Resolutions we shall hereafter 


‘ > * 
> eC Tus. 


tion adopted at the above meeting. 


The whole, we understand, will 


publish. 


immediately be printed in pamphlet form, | 


agreeably to the resolution to that effect, and 
sold for a small sum, to cover the expense. 
PLAN OF ORGANIZATION, 
FOR THE CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 
1. There shall be a General Execu- 
tive Committee. 
2. The general executive committee 


shall consist of five members from each | 


ward, to be elected annually, at a pub- 
lic meeting, beld in each ward, after 


due notice of the time and place of 


such meeting shall have been given. 


3. Any member of the general exe- | 
cutive or of any ward committee who 
shall accept of a nomination for any) 


office, shall be disqualified for the situa- 


tion of committee man, and his seat | 
shall be vacated at the time of accept- | 


ing such nomination. 

4. The wards to which such mem- 
bers belong, shall, as soon as possible, 
be called together, and elect suitable 
persons to fill all vancies. 


5. Wntil a district system is obtained, 
each ward shall nominate one candidate 


for the state assembly. The fourteen 


so nominated, shall have each of their 
names drawn, and the first eleven drawn 
names shall be declared the nominated | 


_or otherwise, shall appear to the said 
committee unfriendly to the mechanics 


| bers, who shall be called the Committee 


‘organization be adopted, and that the 


candidates, subject, however, to the ap- 
probation or rejection of a public meet- 
ing. . 

6. All ward nominations for mem- 
bers of assembly, or charter -officers, 
shall be made at full ward meetings, 
duly convened by suitable public no- 
tice ; and no committee shall have any 
authority to nominate in any case what- 
ever. ; 

7. The general executive committee 
shall be supplied with necessary funds 
from each ward, to be obtained through 
its several. delegations, and shall trans- 
mit to each ward, four times a year, a 
faithful abstract of its several expendi- 
tures. The said executive committee 
shall take cognizance of the general 
business of public. meetings and elec- 
tions, and watch faithfully the interests 
of mechanics and other working men. 

8. The committee shall mature and 
report a plan for the adoption of a ge- 
neral meeting, to bring before the pub- 
lic our-candidates for congress and for 
the senate. 

9. The general exccutive committee 
shall, from their body, elect ywo secre- 
taries, to be called the recording and 
corresponding secretaries. 

10. The corresponding secretary 
shall notify every member, at least, 
two days previous to the meeting of 
the executive committee, on any busi- 
ness whatever, 

It. A majority of the members com- 
posing the general executive committee 
shall be a quorum, and no act shall be 
sanctioned that has not been approved 
by a majority of that quorum. 

12. The general executive commjttee 
shall be empowered to call public gene- 
ral meetings whenever they deem ne- 
cessary. 

13. Any member of the general exe- 
cutive committee, who, by misconduct, 


and working men’s cause, muy be dis- 
missed by a vote of three feurths of all 
the members present, at a meeting duly 
notified for the occasion by the secre- 
tary, from their body, as a member, and 





the ward applied to, to elect a new 
member in his place. 

14, It shall be in the power of any 
ward, at all times, to change its delega- 
tion, if, at any regular ward meeting, it | 
shall be clearly shown, that any mem- | 
ber or members of the general execu- | 
tive committee, or ward committee, are 
inimical to the cause of the mechanics 
and other working men. 

15. Each ward shall organize a com- 
mittee, to cousist of twenty-five mem- 


of Vigilance. 
Resolved, 





‘That the above plan ot 


wards proceed ty act under it imme- 
diately. 


ae eee 





nion, that its principles are rather too radi- 
cal to be perfectly sound, and if acted up- 
on to their full extent, would probably not 
have the most salutary effect upon society. 

The avowed object of a certain set of 
politicians of the present day, is reforma- 
tion. We have no right to impugn their 
motives: but it appears to us, that while 
there are many things in their system to 
admire, there are also many to tondemn— 
that, like most reformers who have gone 
before them, they run into extremes, a 
situation in which truth is seldom found ; 
and that while they actually reform some 
evils, they create others, and thereby coun- 
teract the good effects they would other- 
wise produce. ‘This was the grand error 
that pervaded the conduct of the French 
revolutionists. Monarchy had become 
justly odious from its unnatural oppres- 
sions, the blood of the monarch must 
therefore atone for the crime—a crime 
which had its origin in other ages; the 
nability had grown wealthy and insolent, 
their persons must therefore be destroyed; 
an idle and pampered priesthood was liv- 
ing upon the ignorant and industrious 
poor, the priests must therefore be slaugh- 
tered and the Bible burnt ; and in this man- 
ner what, with temperance and prudence, 
might have proved a blessing, became as 
grievous an evil as ever befel the human 
race. . 

Is not this, in some respects, and toa 
certain extent, the case with the conduct- 
ors of the paper in question? Because 
bankers, brokers, and auctioneers have be- 
come wealthy by a system of legal swind- 
ling; because lawyers deal in technical 
absurdities, prolix, and in many respects 
antiquated and justice defeating formali- 
ties; because speculators have amassed 
wealth, and consequently power, by grind- 
ing the face of the poor, shall we there- 
fore annihilate these occupations, and dis- 
franchise those that follow them ? 

On the 28th of April last, at a numer- 


been conceived. We regret it the more, 
as it must necessarily retard the advance- 
ment of many others, réally useful. 

We shall go through this “ report of the 
committee of fifty,” hereafter. 





SUNDAY MAILS. 

The result of the meeting held at Tammany Hall 
on Monday evening last must be peculiarly gratify- 
ing to every friend of civil and religious liberty. We 
have never seen a more crowded meeting in this city 
than was assembled on that occasion; and the una- 
nimity that prevaied was very conspicuous, Only 
for one minute was the least dissent expressed from 
any of the proceedings. This was when a speaker, 
while attempting to show that the opposers of the 
stoppage scheme were not opposers of religion, 
introduced some worn out cant about the French re- 
volution. The gentleman probably thought this would 
be popular; but he was deceived: the threa@bare 
theme had been too often harped upon by the “‘stop- 
pers,”’ to be received with approbation on such an 
occasion ; und it was very properly decided to be ill 
timed. Bovides Mr. Cromwell, the gentleman just 
alluded to, Messrs. Bates and Webb addressed the 
meeting, the former of whom made a very eluborate 
and able exposition of the designs and objects of the 
‘‘Christian party in politics.” We publish the ad- 
dress and resolutions adopted by the meeting, and 
regret that we have not room for some extracts from 
the speeches. 





Governor Wolf, of Pennsylvania, delivered his 
inaugural address on the 15th ult. The Mechanic’s 
Free Press, alluding to it, says, ‘“The great subject 
of education, and the recognition of the working men 
as a legitimate party, are points on which his prede- 
cessors have never dared to approach; and it is gra- 
tifying, that, even at this late day, they should be- 
come the especial objects of executive recommenda- 


tion.”’ 
s 





We are indebted to some one to us unknown, for 
a copy of the ‘Ohio Democrat—Extra,” containing 
the Message of the governor of Ohio to the legislature, 
and a ‘*Lecture delivered before the Mechanics’ So- 








ous meeting of mechanics, and other work- 
ing men, held at the Bowery Long Room, 
in the city of New York, a committee of 
fifty was appointed to draft an address, re- 
solutions, &c. 

On the 19th of October last, at a nu- 


merous meeting of the same kind, held at | 


Military Hall, Wooster street, this com- 
mittee reported. 

We use the language of candor when 
we say, that some part of the address of 
this committee, is not only unsound and 
sophistical, in a logical point of view, but 
absolutely dangerous in principle. 

It inculeates the idea that the 
growing out of the unjust and arbitrary 
division of the lands of England, by Wil- 
liam the Conqueror, tas really descended 
upon the people of this state—a position 
which the most superficial historian ‘can- 
not but see is untenable. As the natural 
consequence of having assumed a wrong 
position, it comes to an erroneous and 
dangerous conclusion, which is this—we 
use the words of the committee, although 
not in their original order, that ** nothing 
can save the great mass of the community 
from the evils under which they now suffer, 


until a revolution takes place, such as shall 


wave *whind it no trace of that govern 
ment which has dénied tO every “nhunrati 
being an equal amount of property on arri- 
ving at the age of maturity, and previous 
thereto, equal food, clothing, and instruc- 
tion, at the public expense.” 

system of education, whereby 
children may be educated at the public 


Some 


evils | 


| ciety, in Canton, Dec. 5, 1829, by S. Sala.” This 
| address we Shall present to our readers in full here- 
‘after. ‘The following is an extract from the message 

| of governor Trimble, on the all important subject of 


education. 


“Ifthere is one subject which, more 
than another, claims your attention, as 
| possessing within itself, in a greater de- 
gree, the means of preserving our free | 
institutions, of increasing our happiness, | 
and advaneing our prosperity, it is Ed- 
‘ucation—a system of general instruc- 
tion, that shall diffuse its blessings to 
every class, and shed its enlightening in- 
fluence on every mind. History is full 
of exumples, where popular liberty has 
_degenerated into licentiousness and an- 


) 





& ip PUBLISHED, and for sale at 4¢ 

Thompson street, The Philosophical 
Dictionary of M. De Voltaire.. With a-Life 
of the Author, and a correct Likeness.— 
Price 75 cents. Oct. 31. 


N THE PRESS, and will shortly be 
published, ** VICE UNMASKED, an 
Essay, being a consideration of the Influ- 
ence of Law upon the Moral Essence of 
Man; with other Reflections.” It will con- 
tain about 180 pages octavo, price one dollar. 
Orders for the work received by George H. 
F.vans, at the office of the Working Man’s 
Advocate, 40 Thompson street. Dec. 26. 








Thompson street, by the National T'ract 
Society, (lately formed,) Nos. 10, 11, 12, 13, 
and 14, of a series of Tracts, entitled ** Mes- 
sengers of Truth,” calculated to counteract 
the effects intended to be produced by the 
American Tract Society, and other associa- 
tions chiefly under the control of sects fa- 
vorable to a union of church and state. 

Terms—1000 pages for ¢1—450 for 50 
cents—100 pages for 12 1-2 cents. Auxilia- 
ry Tract Societies will be allowed a discount 
of 10 per cent. 

GEORGE H. EVANS, Agent. 
Dec. 26. 


EW YORK DAILY SENTINEL. 
The undersigned practical printers take 
leave to inform their fellow citizens, that they 
purpose to issue, on the 15th day of January 
next,the first number of a new daily evening 





journal, with the above title, to be devoted 


chiefly to the interests of the artists, mecha- 
nics, and other working men of this commu- 
nity. For an exposition of the principles 
and views of the proprietors, see prospectus. 
Terms, Eight Dollars per annum, and in 
proportion for a shorter term. Advertise- 
ments proportionally low. 

Mr. S. HEWES SANBORN, No. 316 
Pearl street, is duly authorized to receive 
subscriptions, &c. 

P. C. Montgomery Andrews, 
William C. Taylor, 
William J. Stanley, 
Willoughby Lynde, 
Benj. H. Day, 

Dec. 19. Cornelius Nepos Burges. 


PIRIT OF THE AGE.—Itis proposed 

to commence the publication of a semi- 
monthly work, under the above title, in the 
village of Rochester, N. Y. It will be print- 
ed upon good paper, and with a fair type. 
Each number will contain sixteen octavo 
pages, and the work will be afforded at the 
rate of one dollar per annum, payable in ad- 
vance. 

It will be what its title imports, the Spirit 
of the Age—not in the discussion of hack- 
neyed political topics, or an unnecessary 
controversy upon points of religious belief, 








archy—where powerful factions have 
|grown up to oppress the few—and the 
people, incapable of governing them- 
selves, to avoid the turbulent rule of the 
many, have submitted to the tyranny 
‘of one. All men have the right, but 
the wise and the good, only, have the 
power to remain free. 

“Should the subject of educating 


panth eocaiwa the atenweinw chemin ste ume 
portance, intelligence will become com- 
mon, public virtue will accompany it, 
and, united, they will form a basis upion 
‘which the freedom, future fame, and 
happiness of the country will rest se- 


cure.” 


expense, would undoubtedly be far pre- | 


ferable to the present system, as it would 
place the means of knowledge within the 
reach of all classes and sexes, without re- 
gard to their wealth or poverty, and there- 
by place the acquisition of honorable and 
profitable stations—stations which none 
but a man of education is able to acqsire 
or competent to fill, on fair and equal 








We ha intended to make some comments on the 
fyllowing article, in elucidation of the views of the 
working men of this city, concerning which the writer 
appears to have mmbibe | some erroneous impressions | 
from the report of the committee of fifty, published 
in our first number: but the able address of the con- 
ference committee, aconted by the meeting in Woos- 
ter street, on Tuesday evening last, takes such a 

}comprehensive and generally correct view of the 
principles aud objects of the working men, that we 
have concluded to withhold any remarks of our own, 
and request the editor of the Lockport Gazette to 
postpone his next “Review,” if this should reach him | 
in time, till he receives, in our paper, the address 

| alluded to. “The editor of the Gazette appears to 


write in a spirit of candor, 
sire to arrive at correct conclusions, and we shall 
from time to time, endeavor to furnish him the 
means, as it respects the working men’s cause in 
New York ; for, as itis now morally certain that the 
city will send an entire delegation to our next legis- 
lature who will advocate the pinerples which the 
working men contend for, it is of the utmost impor- 
tance that correct impressions concerning them pre- 
vail abroad, in order that our brethren, the mechanics, 
farmers, and other working men, in the different 
terest—as we think they will—to elect men to the 
legislature who will cooperate with those from this 
city in the acquisition and preservation of equal 
rights. 

In regard to what is said respecting ourselves in 


the following article, we have little to say, as it is 














probable the writer has seen cause to change his 
| opinions on receiving the succeeding numbers of our 
We do not wonder that he should think it 
‘* difficult to at,” 


paper. 
| . 
asceriain what we would be 
editors to be at variance with their principles and 
professions. We do not think our principles are 
‘¢t00 radical,” nor do the working men generally 


think so, as far as we can learn: they have too long 


less radical. 


From the Lockport Gazette. 

| REVIEW NO. I. 

“THE WOKKING MAN’S ADVOCATE ” 
We have received the four first numbers 

of a weekly paper bearing the above title, 

published in the city of New York, and 

purporting to be edited by a mechanic. As 

its title indicates, it advocates with zeal, 

and with considerable talent, the ameliora- 

tion of the condition of the laboring class- 

| es, and denounces the “ non-producers,” 

| or the ‘* American aristocracy,” as it de- 

| 

| 

| 


nominates all * bankers, brokers, auction- 
eers, lawyers, speculators in land or houses, 
money lending usurers, chartered compa- 
nies,” &c. ‘ Of this cunning aristocracy, 
(says a communication in the fourth num- 
ber of this paper,) we caation the public to 
beware.” 

It is difficult to ascertain for a certainty, 
what this paper would be at. We would 
not wish to misrepresent its’ motives, but 
it strikes us at present, although we may 
hereafter have reason to change our opi- 





and with an honest de- | 


> . | 
sections of the state, may discover it to be their in- 


since it has become so common for the practice of | 


placed reliance upon papers, whose opiaions were } 


grounds of competition. 

Our equal laws—equal in this respect, 
| at least—have made every man eligible to 
| the highest office in the Union, without re- 
| ward to wealth, politics, philosophy, or reli- 
gion. "Phe door is open ‘> all, but all have 
not the same means of entering. So far 
as government can supply this want of 
means, without infringing personal rights, 
it would strengthen its own foundation, 
and perpetuate its republican institutions. 

The young man, who by chance, or by 
the imprudence and mismanagement of 
his ancestors, has been left in the world in 
a state of poverty, earries ona very une- 
qual competition with his more wealthy, 
and therefore more fortunate, competitor. 

Although money cannot directly pur- 


tion, which is the only means of obtaining 
political eminence, except, as Plutarch 
aptly observes, in factious times, when the 
worst of men may rise—and we will add, 
the most ignorant, too. 

But we will not dwell further upon this 


turn to it hereafter. A few words as to 
the agrarian principle advanced, in the ad- 
dress of this committee of fifty. 

After having taken it for granted—for we 
believe they have not attempted to prove it 
—that the "present unequal distribution of 
property in this country, had its origin in 
the feudal system of Enrope, they would 
outdo, in point of patriotism, the Roman 
Gracchi themselves,and propose, not only 


property. 

This the committee would calla civi! 
revolution, and which .they inform their 
fellow citizens can be easily brought about, 
through the medium of the ballot boxes, 
‘‘without resorting, as Most countries do, 
to the use of the bayonet.” 

Saying nothing of its obviously evil 
tendency, by the destruction of individual 
enterprise and competition, the soul of go- 
vernment, we would remark, that there is 
no certainty, even in this Country, of pro- 
ducing such a revolution, without an ap- 
peal to arms ; that the final passage of the 
agrarian law of Rome, although it went 
only half as far as this proposition of the 
committee of fifty, was purchased with the 
blood of its advocates ; and that it brought 


tion. 
In our humble opinion, a more danger- 











chase an office, it can purchase an educa- | 


part of the subject at present; we may re- | 


an equal division of land, but of all other | 


the republic to the very brink of destruc- ‘ 


ous and mistimed project could not have 


Titles.—A member of the Alabama 
legislature has introduced a resolution 


a... 


declaring it antirepublican to style the | 


covernor “7 His excellency.” 


Colombia.—It appears, by letters 
from Caraccas, bearing date Nov. 27, 


that considerable excitement prevailed | 


throughout Colombia, in consequence 
of a rumor, that Bolivar is to assume 
the throne, as sole monarch of the na- 
tion, in January, 1830. At an assem- 
blage of people in Caraccas, Nov. 25, 
a resolution was adopted, declaring 
that, in order to insure the liberties of 
Venezuela, it had become necessary to 
separate her from the government of 
Bogota, and renounce the authority of 
Gen. Bolivar. General Paez had been 
-enlled on to take the command, and 
\deputies have been appointed to other 
‘departments of Venezuela, calling a 
‘congress, to form a government on a 
republican basis for Venezuela alone.— 
We hope the rumors relative to Boli- 
var’s assumption of royalty are not well 
founded.— Courier & Enquirer. 





ary E 


&/O DICTATION!—The Mecha- 
4 nics, other Working Men, and Citizens gene- 
rally, friendiy to democratic principles, and zealous 
to oppose the hydra headed monster, Aristocracy, 
ure requested to attend a Public Meeting, at the 
North American Hotel, corner of the Bowery and 
Bayard street, This Evening, Jan. 2, at 7 o’clock, 
precisely, then and there to express their opinions on 
the question relauve to the Election of Mayor for 
the present year—a question now agitating the Com- 
mon Council of our erty, highly deserving public no- 
lice, and pregnant with very important consequen- 
ces! Jan. 2. It® 


| ed WARD DEBATING SO- 





CiETY.—A Debate will take place on Monday 


but in developing and spreading before the 
people, in a cheap and effective manner, the 
great principles of philanthropy, which have, 
during the last fifty years, made such progress 
in the civilized world. Its more immediate 
object will be the publication of documents. 
and essays, tending to show that imprison- 
ment for debt, in any shape, is arbitrary and 
tyrannical, contrary to the spirit of our free 
institutions, and unworthy our character as 
an independent people ; that capital punish- 
except.in extreme cases, where the 
safety of the state can alone be secured by 
the death of the offender, is a presumptuous 
usurpation by man of the prerogative of the 
creator; and that, as the rich, even in the 
most arbitrary governments, are protected in 
their rights of person and property, the pe- 
culiar beauty and benefit of our government 
is the protection it affords to the poor, and 
that, therefore, its energies should be par- 
ticularly directed to secure to industry its 
ward, and give protection to the weak. 

The Spirit of the Age will consequently 
advocate 

1. The abolition of imprisonment for debt. 

2. The abrogation of sanguinary capital 
punishments. 

3. The direct protection of government in 
favor of the laboring classes, by laws giving 
mechanics a lien upon buildings erected by 
them, securing the implements of industry 
from sale by execution, and other provisions 
tending to shield the poor from the oppres- 
sion of the rich, thus securing to every man 
the means of honest livelihood, and preserv- 
|ing to the state the active and useful exer- 
tions of that class of citizens whose labor 
forms the wealth, and upon whose virtue de- 
| pends the preservation, of the republic. 

In addition to these cardinal points, its 
| pages will be open to discussions upon prison 
discipline, criminal law, temperance, and 
other subjects which come within its range. 

It is believed that the sentiments which 
| will be inculcated upon the above subjects, 
are common to every philanthropist in our 
country; and that little else is wanted to se- 
cure them complete success, than a general 
dissemination of them among the people. 
It is in this country, if upon earth, that the 
great principles of human philanthropy, 
which aim at securing the * greatest good of 
_the greatest number,” must result in practi- 
|calbenefit. The institutions of the old world 
are clogged with the dust of ages; they are 
too old to be renovated, and too strong to be 
overthrown; but here we are in the bloom of 
youth, and it is a catholic principle with every 
, American, to second, with his best efforts, 
all attempts which aim at an amelioration of 
the condition of the human family. We, 
| therefore, solicit the aid, in this work, of all 
who believe with us in the importance of the 
subjects we propose to discuss. They are 
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‘1 evening, January 4, at 7 o’clock at the room of the | not ephemeral topics,-but will wear for years; 


Society, in the Adelphi House, 103 Canal street. 


| Quest on—‘* Admitting that the people of the state of 
New York had their choice ofan agrarian law, a lien 
law, and the abolition of all unjast monopolies, on the 
one hand, and that of a national system of education 
on the other, which would be the most conducive to 


99 


their happiness? Jan. 2. It 





Sunday,- Jan. 3.—Mornin 


sion free. Jan.2. It 





and other pieces now extant, attributed in the firs! 


companions, and not included in the New Testament, 
&c. From the London edition. ; 
A few copies of the above work have been receiv- 
ed, and are for sale, at the office of the wera 
Man’s Advocate, No. 40 Thompson st. Price 7 
cents. Jan. 3. 





ALL OF SCIENCE, Broome st.— 
Lecture, at half 
past 10 o’clock, on Morals ; at half past 11, on Chem- 
istry. —Evering Lecture, by R. L. Jennings, ‘* An 
examination of heathen, Christian, and infidel moral- 
ity, and comparison oftheir several effects.” Admis- 


HE APOCRYPHAL NEW TES- 
TAMENT, being all the Gospels, Epistles, 


four centuries to Jesus Christ, his apostles and their 


and as they are founded upon the best feel- 
ings of the human heart, so must they have 
the earnest ‘* God speed” of every good man. 

The first number will be issued by the 3d 
of December. 

Contributions are respectfully solicited 
from gentlemen who have bestowed reflec- 
tion upon the topics we have pointed out, 
and the active cooperation of every philan- 
thropist is urged. We firmly believe that 
we have more than one Howard in this coun- 
try, and we trust that the course of time will 
prove our belief correct. 

AMES & BARNUM. 

Rochester, Oct. 20, 1829. 

Editors who will give the above a few in- 
sertions, shall be entitled to a copy of the 
work without exchange, aud will render a 
favor to the publishers which will he grate- 
fully remembered and cheerfully returne:!. 

: Dec. 26. 
































































































RS ARTE HEE SRT ST YT, 


SUNDAY MAILS. 

~ Extracts from “‘ An Address to the Com- 
mittee appointed by a General Meeting of 
the Citizens of New York, held at 'Tamma- 
ny Hall, January 31, 1929, to express their 
sentiments on the proposition of the Sun- 
day Union and their Coadjators to stop the 
transportation of the Mail and to close the 
Post Offices on Sunday.” 


GentLEMEN—I_ know not in what 
light you. regard your appointment on 
the committee above mentioned, either 
as it respects the particular object of it, 
the duties incident to it, the importance 
of them, the extent to which you con- 
template pursuing them, or the measures 
intended to be taken toaccomplishthem. 
Estimating the intelligence, integrity, 
and discretion of the gentlemen com- 
posing the committee, as a sufficient 
guarantee for the faithful discharge of 
the duties assigned to them, | presume 
anything I can say is not really essential 
to their better fulfilment. But solicitous 
as I am, and knowing, as I do, that 
many others feel greatly interested in 
the attainment of the purpose for which 
the committee was appointed, and being 
willing to contribute the little | can in 
aid of the common cause, I will take the 
liberty, as one of your constituents, to 
offer a few remarks, trusting that, how- 
ever little or much value may attach to 





them, your discernment will recognize | 


my motives, and your liberality will ac- 
cept them asan apology for any mistake 
of facts, and any error of judgment, 
which may appear in my observations. 

It is said of Dean Swift, that after 
reading an appropriate text, he com- 
menced his discourses against religious 
bigotry and intolerance with the follow- 
ing emphatic question: ‘* My dear hear- 
ers, did you ever read of a religious 
persecution, which bad not a high priest 


at the head of it?” And Iwill ask you, | 


if there was ever an attenpt to restrain 


or destroy the religious liberties of man- | 


kind, or any intrigue to obtain political 
power, or to influence the civil authori- 
ties for that purpose, that the priesthood 
were not at the bottom of it? No less 
certain it is that the recent efforts to 
stop the public mail, as a preliminary 


step towards interdicting all travelling | 


on Sunday—through which to favor a 
particular religious sect, and to estab- 
lish by Jaw a national religion, was the 
work of the Calvinistic clergy, and their 
coadjutors, combined under the name 
of the Sunday Union! 

That there exists, in our country, an 
organized combination under the guid- 
ance of certain religious sects, whose 
objects and whose measures “ are con- 
trary to the letter and spirit of the con- 


influence, evinced by the fear to publish 
any communications in opposition to the 
conspiracy against the religious liberties 
of the people. 

By the subservience of booksellers to 
ecclesiastical domination, indicated by 


ings will revolt from the use of such 
means for such purposes, and regard 
them as “confirmation strong” of de- 
signs inimical to the civil and religious 
liberties of the people, and of the neces- 
sity of a vigilant and efficient exertion 





their reluctance, or proved Ly their re- 
fusal, to vend any publication adverse 
to the opinions, the interest, or the 
measures, of an aspiring and dictatorial 
Calvinistic priesthood. 

By their design, not only proved by 
the whole “tenor of their way,” and 
the tendency of their measures, but 
openly avowed, nnd repeatedly advoca- 
ted in the public pulpit, cf creating “ a 
CurisTIaAN PARTY IN potrtics !!!” 

@®y their frequent attempts to influ- 
ence the civil authority, under color of 
legal acts, to favor and sustain partionlar 
sectarian religious creeds, and protect 
them against the effects of free discus- 
sion, and the force of logical reasoning. 

By their denunciation at the election 
polls of candidates for civil office, and 
their opposition to their election on the 
express grounds of their religious opin- 
ions. And 

By the numerous meetings and pro- 
ceedings of the Sunday Union, and other 
organized religious associations, acung 
in concert, for the purpose of ** controll- 
ing public opinion,” and of ‘ rendering 
all our literary and benevolent institu- 
tions subservient to sectarian purpo- 
ses’’—and with the view of repeating 
their. attempts to influence congress to 
stop the transportation of the mail on 
Sunday, thereby virtually to compel all 
others, without regard to their religious 
opinions or rights of conscience, to keep 
the sabbath of a particular sect. 

The common saying, that * actions 
speak louder than words,” imports, that 
the character of men is formed and 
ascertained by their actions, more than 
by their verbal professions; and it is 
equally true, that the character of ac- 
| tions or measures is determined by their 
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effects; and these when so irresistibly 
| obvious as not to be mistaken by com- 
}inon sense, indicate with sufficient pre- 
‘cision the real objects for which they 
‘are intended. It is therefore neither 
|uncharitable nor untrue to say, that 
'men, who would make “ all our literary 
and benevolent institutions subservient 
‘to their own sectarian purposes,” are 
unworthy to be trusted with any power, 
which can with impunity be perverted 
to their selfish and unrighteous views. 
That men, who, under religious pre- 
tences, would violate the rights of con- 
science, and restrain the religious liberty 
of mankind, are Hypocri?Pes, or so blind- 
ed with religious ephthalmia as not to 
see “‘ what spirit they are of’ —or so 








stitution-—inconsistont with the pr cows - 


subject to mental delusion, or religious 
matia, that “they Know not what t 





ey 
ples of our government, and the free 


do.”’ 











































































































republican institutious of our country” — 
as fraght with the most pernicious and 
dangerous consequences to our civil and 


religious liberties—calculated to prepare | 


the way for a final establishment of a 
national religion—and tend to exalt 
their own, and to merge therein, and 
thus destroy, all other sects, are truths 
which have been proclaimed by your 
constituents, and by other primary as- 
semblies of the people in various parts 
of the United States, and which are as 
evident as the insincerity of the various 
pretexts by which they were attempted 
to be disguised. 

That the combination alluded to still 
exists in active operation, determined 
on the accomplishment of its unhal- 
lowed views, is manifested by 

Their abuse of the national legislature 


for declining to favor by legal enact- | 
ments the religious opinions of a_ par- | 


ticular religious sect. 

By their arresting the transportation 
of the public mail,* by an overt act of 
opposition to a constitutional law, be- 
cause they regarded it as an obstacle to 
the dominancy of their particular reli- 
gious creeds. 

By their continual denunciations a- 
gainst the committee of the senate on 
post offices, whose discernment recog- 
nized the real objects for which the pub- 
lic mail was intended to be stepped on 
Sunday—whose integrity promptly re- 
fused the required aid, and whose expo- 
sition of the purposes and effects of the 
proposed measure was so clear and con- 
clusive, as to induce the senate to con- 
cur therein without debate. 

By their threats to withdraw business 
patronage from those whom persuasion 
fails to render subservient to their pur- 
poses, or who refuse to join the crusade 
against the religious liberties of their 
fellow citizens. 

By their endeavors to render every 
person odious, who has independence 
sufficient to dissent from their religious 
creed, moral courage enough to avow 
it, and talent enough to expose the error 
of their opinions, and the object and 
evil tendency of their measures. 

By their black book of proscription, 
coniaining the names of those who have 
been active and influential in opposition 
to projects tending to a union of church 
and state, thereby holding them up as 
proper objects of religious hostility, and 
devoted victims of spiritual persecution 
in this world, and of eternal misery in 
the next. i 

By the servility of the press to clerical 





* At Trenton, State of New Jersey. 


That men, whose objects are ‘* con- 
trary to the letter and spirit of our con- 
stitution,’ are hostile to the principle 
of a free republican government. 

That men, whose *‘ measures are 
‘fraught with the most pernicious and 
‘dangerous consequences to our civil and 
‘religious liberties,” are enemies to the 
equal rights of man, and the free civil 
institutions of our country, by which 
they are recognized and guarded. 
| ‘That men who attempt to influence 
‘the legislature to pass an act which 
would “ favor their own particular 
views of religious duty,’ and whose 
measures ‘* are calculated to prepare the 
‘way for the establishment of a national 
| religion,” are truly and emphatically, 
In principle, action, and character, real 
and rank tories, aiming at a union of 
'church and state, to effect ecclesiastical 
domination, and the legal exaltation of 
|their own particular sect, to the detri- 
'ment and exclusion of every other. 

That men who combine and act in 
concert to effect objects ‘* contrary to 
the letter and spirit of the constitution,” 
‘and whose measures are ‘* fraught with 
|the most pernicious and dangerous con- 
| sequences to the civil and religious liber- 
_ty of their country,” are CONSPIRATORS 
against the equal rights of man, the 
liberty of conscience, and the freedom 
es vpinion, guaranteed to the people by 
i the constitutions of this state and the 
| United States. 

To oppose such combination—to 
counteract their measures and defeat 
their purpose, were the especial objects 
of your constituents. They appointed 
| you to devise and adopt means for the 
furtherance of their views ; and whether 
considered with reference to the sover- 
eign source of political authority, from 
which you derived your existence us a 
committee, the power with which you 
were vested, or the duties connected with 
your office, so important a delegation, 
probably, has not emanated from the 
primary assembly of the people of this 
state since the independence of the na- 
tion. 

Should the clerical finger be pointed 
at you, and shaken, mysteriously for- 
boding coming evil—should the brow of 
religious missionaries and devotees as- 
sume towards you a lowering aspect, 
portentous of awful visitations—or 
should other manifestations of ecclesi- 
astical hostility be addressed to your 
private interest or your fears—to tempt 
your integrity, to stifle your patriotic 
spirit, and to strangle the first efforts 
to resist religious oppression ; your feel- 











of your energies to protect from per- 
version the free constitution and laws 
of our country. 

Should the press eventually be awed 
into silence—-constrained to submis- 
sion—bribed into the service, or volun- 
teer to aid the cause of the adversary, 
and be closed against all communica- 
tions which shall not accord with the 
opinion of the Sunday Union and their 
coadjutors, it may be well for you to 
consider and judge of the propriety and 
necessity of establishing an ‘* Indepen- 
dent Press,” which, possessing more 
moral honesty, or evincing more moral 
courage, may be devoted, not only to 
commercial information, but to the 
maintenance of the liberty of consci- 
ence, and the right of free discussion. 

Such a paper receiving your patron- 
age, and that of those whom your influ- 
ence would induce to follow your exam- 
ple, wofild not only find means adequate 
to its support, but also sufficient to 
make it a profitable concern for those 
who may undetrake its establishment. 


Should candidates for the political 
suffrage of the people, or applicants for 
office under the civil government of our 
country, be denounced and opposed by 
a‘ Christian party in politics,” it will 
be consistent with your duty to inter- 
pose and defend the principles of religi- 
ous liberty—repel the invasion of the 
rights of conscience and the freedom 
of opinion—support individual inde- 
pendence as a means of preserving the 
independence, of the public—protect 
the proscribed victim from the unrelent- 
ing cruelty of spiritual intolerance and 
oppression; and thus counteract at- 
tempts to render the free political insti- 
tutions of our country subservient to 
ecclesiastical ambition and power. 


Should business patronage be with- 
drawn from any one, or threatening 
intimations to that effect be. given, to 
silence opposition or to gain a proselyte, 
or should attempts be made to traduce 
the moral character, or to injure the 
professional business, of any on account 
of their religious opinions—should com- 
mercial advantages be held out to any 
as an inducement to connive at. the 
measures, or to assist in the attain- 
ment of the objects, of the ‘ Hoty 
ALLIANcE”’—in fine, should they essay 
to decieve the ignuorant—seduce the 
innocent—flatter the vain—intimidate 
the feeble minded—bribe the mercen- 


ary—and denounce those who wil! +-* 
cue csuvate- aygarmst the civil and 


religious liberties of their fellow men— 
and proscribe and persecute all who 
may be actively opposed to a violation 
of the rights of conscience, and the 
provisions of the constitution by which 
they are intended to be secured; you 
will see the propriety of promptly insti- 
tuting an enquiry to ascertain the facts— 
| procure the proof, and to expose the 
transactions to the public as evidence 
of the hypocrisy of its authors. 


. * 
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Again, it is a matter worthy of your 
serious enquiry to ascertain by what 
authority, or under what pretence, our 
legislature make appropriations of mo- 
ney from the public treasury to pay the 
hire of the clergy to pray for them. 

The observance of this custom, for 
a time after the adoption of a consti- 
tution of civil government repugnant 
to it, both in tis spirit and its express 
provisions, is no sufficient :eason for its 
continuance, or proof of its harmless 
influence on the religious liberties of the 
people. So intimate an association of 
official legislative duties with religious 
forms and ceremonies, is a_ practical 
approximation to aunion of church and 
state. The facility it affords for the 
exercise of ecclesiastical influence over 
the legislative department of the go- 
vernment, will account for the disposi- 
tion often exhibited By our legislatures 
to interfere with the rights of conscience, 
and who, with a view to be religious, 
or from a fear to appear otherwise, 
have, in various instances, actually 
trenched on the religious liberty of their 
constituents, The practice alluded to, 
points to the influence which induced 
a governor* of this state, a few years 
since, officially to propose to the legis- 
lature, that provision for the clergy “ be 
assessed on the members of their respec- 
tive corporations, in proportion to their 
taxable estates, as rated in the legal as- 
sessments, and to have the same levied 
and (after the usual deduction for 
charges) paid to them (the clergy) by 
the public collector ! !’’ and it is no suffi- 
cient argument against the danger of 
the influence alluded to, nor any palli- 
ation of the error of the proposed mea- 
sure, however well intended, that both 
were rendered, in that instance, harm- 
less, by a patriotic legislature, who de- 
clined acting on the proposition, on 
accouut of “ the inconveniences anticipa- 
ted from certain parts of our constitu- 
tion.” 

But when the legislature, vested with 
power only to manage the concerns of 
civil government, shall exceed their con- 
stitutional authority, and lend their of- 








* Jay. November Sessions, 1800. 





ficial influence to subserve “ sectarian 
views of religious duty,” and hire men 
to pray for them, and then take money 
from the public purse, the Joint property 
of every citizen of every religious sect, 
to pay the daily wages of official piety, 
or for prayers in which other persons 
and other sects have no interest, and to 
which they cannot conscientiously res- 
pond assent, I trust the right of every 
citizen to demand tbe authority for such 
extraordinary proceedings, and to deny 
their constitutionality and their justice, 
will not be disputed. An investigation 
of this matter, which involves the religi- 
ous liberties of your constituents, strict- 
ly accords with the objects for which 
your committee was instituted, and the 
importance of the subject renders it 
worthy of your most mature consider- 
ation. 

Much—perhaps, the civil and _religt- 
ous liberties of maukind—may be in- 
volved in the eourse to be pursued by 
you and other committees whith have 
been appointed in various parts of our 
country for similar purposes. If they 
and their constituents act with union 
and energy, we shall have but little to 
fear. If they fail in their duty, we 
shall have nothing to hope. All that is 
estimable in the free institutions of our 
country, will be endangered or lost— 
the last asylum of persecuted man will 
be closely invested—the strong hold of 
civil liberty will be stormed and taken 
the bulwarks of religious freedom will 
be beaten bown—the -only remaining 
ecclesiastical sanctuary from persecu- 
tion will be entered and sacked—the 
altar of religious rights will be over- 


tion from civil and religious slavery; 


and, while they admire the wisdom and 
the courage by which it was achieved, 
they will emulate the virtue and the 
constancy by which it was defended 
and preserved; and with minds enlight- 
ened with knowledge—with faces glow- 
ing with bliss—with hearts swelling 
with gratitude, and voices melting with 
melody, will hymn your praises as the 
benefactors of the human race. 
eg MOUNTING, BELL HANG- 
ING, and Black and White Smithing 
in general. —J ESSE FERGUSON, No. 19 
Hudsow street, New York, respectfally in- 
forms the public, that he executes all orders 
in the above branches with despatch and on 
reasqnable terms. Nov. 21, tf 


AINTING.—House, Sign, and Orna- 
namental Painting and Glazing, by 
D. McAFEE, 53 Vesey street. SIGN 
BOARDS of ali kinds and sizes, kept on 
hand, ready for lettering, on the shortest no- 
tice. Imitations of WOODS, MARBLES, 
&c. &c. in the modern style. All kinds of 
work, at very reduced prices, executed with 
neatness and despatch. Nov. 21. ly* 

















OTICE.—The celebrated Strengthen- 

ing PLASTER, for pain or weakness 
in the breast, back, or side; also, for Rheu- 
matic Affections, Liver Complaints, and 
Dyspepsia, for sale at No. 38 Beekman 
street. ‘This medicine is the invention of 
an eminent surgeon, and so numerous are 
the instances in which the most salutary ef- 
fects have been produced by it, that it is 
with the utmost confidence recommended 
to all who are afflicted with those distressing 
complaints. The sale of this remedy com- 
menced in May, 1827, from this establish- 
ment, and the sales have been very exten- 
sive. It affords us great pleasure in stating, 
notwithstanding a condition was annexed to 











turned—the landmarks of truth and 
justice, removed—the even line of equal | 
rights, obliterated--the temple of science | 
will be rent in twain—the darkness of) 
ignorance will cover the earth—monk- | 
ish bigotry and. superstition will reign | 
triumphant in the land—the sceptre of; 
civil power will pass from the people to} 
the priesthood, and freedom’s expiring | 
groans will be heard from the confines | 
of Maine to the Mexican line—from | 
the Lakes’ midway, to the Atlantic sea_ 
shore, and constitute the funeral dirge | 
of the departed liberties of wronged and 
illfated man. 

That the measures of the combina- 
tion, to which you are opposed, tend to | 
these results, is as obvious as the osten- | 
sible purpose for which they are preten- | 
ded to be adopted; and that such have | 
been the invariable consequences of the | 
ecclesiastical acquisition and exercise 
of political power and influence, and 





proved by the concurrent testimony of 


religious and political history. and the | 


present state of the civilized nations of | 


'each sale, that if relief was not obtained, the 


money should be returned, out of those 
numerous szles, from the period above men- 
tioned, up to the present time, ten only have 
been returned; and those, upon strict en- 
quiry, were found to be diseases for which 
they were not recommended. ‘This we trust 
(when fairly considered) will be the strong- 
est evidence that could possibly be given of 
its utility. 

Where the applicants are known, no mo- 
ney will be required till the trial is made and 


| approved ; where they are not known, the 


money will be returned, provided the benefit 
above stated is not obtained, 
Seekman, corner of William 


an 


Apply at 33 
street. i 
Nov. 7. ly T. KENSETT. 


Py\HE JOURNALOF HEALTH. Con- 

. ducted by an Association of Physicians. 
* Health—the poor man’s riches, the rich man’s 
bliss.” The primary object with the conduc- 
tors of the Journal of Health, is to point out 
the means of preserving health and prevent- 


ing disease. Io attain this, all classes and 


. fy . | both sexes shall be addressed, in a style fa- 
the establishment of religion by law, is | ; : y 


| miliar and friendly, and with an avoidance 
‘of such professional terms and allusions as 


wonld in any way obscure the subject or 
alarm the most fastidious. The fruits of 


the world; our own forming an honor-|much reading, study, and careful observa- 





able, though a partial, exception: for | tion, shall be placed before them, so arrang- 


even here, against the plainest princi- | 
ples of common justice, and in violation | 
of express provisions of the constitu- | 
tion, our citizens have been deprived | 
of their rights, for entertaining and} 
avowing opinions on the subject of reli- | 
gion, which have been proscribed by the | 
legislative and judiciary departments of, 
the government, heretical. And 
however shameful the truth, yet true it 
is, that in this our boasted land of equal | 
rights, and in opposition to the best | 
moral precepts of the Christian profes- | 
sion, nO man ean dissent from the or- | 
thodox belief, without becoming an ob- | 
ject of religious rancor and detraction, | 
and, perliaps, a victim of religious pro- 
scription and persecution. Yes, even | 
in this, our “‘ happy land,” where per- ' 
secuted liberty sought refuge from reli- 
gious persecution, * the priesthood are_ 
at their old vocation,” laboring hard_ 
and unremitttingly for clerical domina- | 
tion—‘* encompassing land and sea to! 
gain a proselyte,”’ and presumptuously | 
affecting “to shut up the kingdom of 
heaven against all men” whose intelli- 
gence and integrity are not accommo-' 
dated to the establishment of an eccle- | 
siastical “kingdom of this world.” 
iven now the oft repeated “ note of | 
preparation” proclaims the busy move- | 
ments of the hostile array. Checked | 
in their late advance, they halted to 
take counsel, multiply their means, and | 
augment their force, for another and a. 
grand dehouché : to oppose which, to! 
frustrate its object, and to resist and 
counteract all attempts to bind a na- 
tion of freemen by laws of ecclesiastical 
fabrication, are duties which fall within | 
the scope of the authority vested in you 
by your constituents. It is for you,| 
therefore, to resolve, that 


as 


> No lordling here, with gorging jaws, 

Shall wring from industry her food ; 
Nor fiery bigots’ holy laws 

Lay waste our streets and fields in blvod !” 


But at such a time as this, and in| 
such a cause, every man should do bis | 
duty: and if you perform yours, as 
doubtless you will, with zeal and con- 
stancy, proportioned to the obvious im- 
portance of the trust with which you 
are charged, success will follow your 
exertions—victory will twine her laurels 
on your brow, and fame will trumpet 
the glad tidings to earth’s remotest 
bounds—history will note your services 
in her story of man’s restoration to his 
native rights—identify your measures 
with your country’s glory, and inscribe 
your names on the tablet of immortal 
fame—countless posterity will celebrate 
the glorious event of man’s emancipa- 





,sent egitors. 


ed and applied, as to conduce most efficaci- 
ously to their bodily comfort and mental 
tranquillity. ‘To whatever profession or call- 


ing they nay belong, the readers of this 


Journal will find precepts susceptible of va- 


luable application. Air, food, exercise, the 
reciprocal operation of mind and body, cli- 
mate and localities, clothing, and the physi- 
cal education of children, are topics of per- 
manent and pervading intesest, with the dis- 
cussion and elucidation of which the pages 
of the work. will be mainly filled. 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE WORK. 

We approve of the plan en which the pub- 
lication, entitled the Journal of Health,” is 
conducted, and belfeve that it is calculated 
to be usetul, by enlightening public opinion 
on a subject of high importance to the wel- 
fare of society. ‘The numbers which have 
appeared, evince talent, and may be viewed 
as a pledge of the continued usefulness of 
the publication, while conducted by its pre- 
We, therefore, feel no hesita- 
tion in recommending it to the public pa- 
tronage. 

Philadelphia, Oct. 13, 1829. 

N. Chapman, M. D., Wm. P. Dewees, 
M. D., Thos. C. James, M. D., Wm. E. 
Horner, M. 1)., professors in the university 
of Pennsylvania. John C. Otto, M. D., 
Thos. T. Hewson, M. D., Franklin Bache, 
M.D. 

In addition to the above, the names of a 
great number of highly esteemed members 
of the different professions, might be addu- 
ced as expressive of the estimation in which 
it is held. With one voice, the public press,. 
from one end of the’ continent to the other, 
has spoken of the Journal of Health in terms 
of unqualified approbation. 

TERMS.—The Journal of Health will 
appear in numbers of 16 pages each, octavo, 
on the second and fourth Wednesdays of 
every month. Price per annum $1.25, in 
advance. Subscriptions and communica- 
tions (post paid) will be received by Judah 
Dobson, agent, No. 108 Chesnut street, 
Philadelphia. 


Subscribers at a distance will discover, 


that the difficulty in remitting the amount 
of a single subscription will be obviated by 


any four of them sending on five dollars to 
the agent. Those to whom this may not 
be convenient, can receive sixteen numbers 
of the work by remitting a dollar to the same 
person. 

The Journal of Health, including index, 
will form at the end of the year a volume of 
460 pages, octavo. 

Agents.—J. Dobson, 108 Chesnut street, 
Philadelphia ; W. and J. Neal. Baltimore ; 
Wm. Burgess, 97 Fulton street, New York ; 
Carter and Hendee, Boston; and in most of 
the towns in the United States. Dec. 19. 
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